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am writing this on April 10, 202{0. Twenty-five days have

pased since San Franckoo became the first TS city to

impee 2 stay-at-homeorderonits red dents. It feels like gy

memiths. As the cmid -19 pandemic has advanced acrms the

plan=t at dizzyingspesd, somnomiss and health-care systems

have toppded likee domings. At this moment, a fracker mnby
Johms Hopkins University shows LEI7, 204 confirm ed cases of
caranavirts infection and 970392 deaths
waorldwide. That includes 18,279 deaths
in Italy, l&686in the 115, 15,843 in Spain,
12, 71 in France, and 7978 in the TIEK. By
the time 1 fimish wrifing, these nuombers
will all have markedly increasesd.

In China, by contrast, the de=ath tall
haneers at around 3, 340 This wesk, people
hegan emenging from lockd ownin Wohan,
the dity to which the mutireakwas mostly
omnitzined. Mew York City's official tall is
man 5,150 and that dossn’™ count peopie
whao were never tested for covid- 19, Inthe
first five days of Apml, L1225 New Yorkers
dlied om the strests or athome, an sightfakd
increas e aver the same period kst year. The
real foll, in other wards, is surehy at least
doutl e that of Wiohan, which is a lnger city,
and continoes to climbat a temifying rate.

Even allowing for claims that China
is concealing som e cases, it now seems

incredinle, in hindsight, that the rest of

From the editor

the warld saw what was happening there Gldesn so imsular that we cannat concesive of what
and didn’t act soomer. B s=ems sven mares Ij'_:cih';_:l::f happens in e place repeating iself in
incredfhle that maore conmdries didn™t shat in chisf of anather. As counines close their bonders,
everyihing down a5 soon as they saw the :ﬂ;‘:"'“ﬂ“ﬂ hoard suppdies, and throw blame at each

magnitude of the catastraphe in Italy, the

first European domina to fall. Expecing

the laws of viral spread fo be different in Mew Yark from what
they are in Lombardy or Hubesi is ke expe cfing the lows of phys-
iics tovary from place toplace.

But it is in our natone to discount threats until the y becmme
personal Yestenday 1 spoke b Craig Spencer, a New York City
emeTr gency room doctor who has spent fime in China as well as
in West Africa, wherehe worksd an (2nd contractsd ) Ehola. He
takl me he knew the novel coronavinus would spread across the
waorkl as soon as he heard abowt the outhreak in Wohan, Many
ather public be alth ex perts had spent vears modefing and plan-
ming for similar pande mics. The Tromp admbdnistration ran its
mwm ewercise in the fall of 2009, Mew York City created a venfi-
Ltar stockpdle in 2(WM, but stopped maintaining it. Far all the
planning by experts, the threat of a pandemic never f=t real to
paliticians ar to witers—umiil it hecame real

This, then, is the paradox cmdd-19 has exqpaosed: we are 50
tightly interconnected thata vims can reach sach one af us, vet

ather, thewarkl risks becom ing moneins-
lar still, further hampering global efforts
to Emit climate change (se= page 541
And yet this special issove on cnvid-19 s not onremiginghy
bleak A% we scrambled to produce pisces that would not f=el
dated by the times wou mead them, we realized that most of them
wiene stories af hope amid the gloom: Hermulean e fforts tofind
a drug (page 34); scientists and technologists from all disci-
pPlines bendling their espertise to the fight (page 400k Huepring
forreapening socety (page 81, rethinking data privacy (page 1),
restarting thesconomy (pags 7L redssigning mental health cars
{page il and sal=lyhalkling anelection (page 58); lessns to he
l=amed from cotmtnie s that have tackled sheir ontbreals mane
sucoesfully (pages 30, 84, and 50); and stories of preparsdnes
{mage 64l and resilience in isolation (page T4L
These are grim times. But now that the threat is real o every-
one, perhaps we can face it together.

BHALEH
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The coronavirus issue

The virus

23
How does the virues work ?
What it is, where it comes from,
how ithurts us, and how wefight it
By Neol ¥ Pasl!

4
Whatis serclogical testing?
The race to develap tests that will
=l s how widespread the vims i
By Anrendo Repadado

1]
Whert i hverd immunit y?

The condroversial approach o bring-
ing the pandemic to an end.

Bp Anronio Regudado

The fight

=]
How to manage a pandemic

Why some couniries have done het-
ter than others—and what we can
learn from them. Bp Tames Crabrnes

4
The race for an antibedy drng
Feesearchers hape o find a powerful
antibady in the blood of sundwars
and produce enough for the rest of
ux Bp Antemin Regalado

40
Helping hands

How scientists, reseanchers, and
enginesms are organidng volun-
teer efforts to fight the pandemic.
Bp Karer Hao

ELUS

Fepumpeead medicinss might help
fight this pandemd c—anad sven the
net one . Bp Bidan Yo

Ee
Thetrace race

Even with a natiomal gowe mmsent
asl=ep at the whe sl one Indian stae
showed the warld the might way to
tadile conomavirns BpSowa S lam

=0
The lessons of Ebola

G&%8: Smarier leadenship makss 2
hig difference, says Christopher
Kirchholf, who warksd onths US's
Ehala respamse.

Bp Konstanrin Kakaes

Theimpact

LT
The climate is also a casualty
(Fohal cooperation on climsg e change
was alreaady Biltering. Things just got
much warss. Bp Tasres Tepde

Vax the vote
We can save the slection. Mayhe.
By Pamrick Howd | O Na'll

L
Prepping for the Big One

Can being ready for one kind of
disaster prepare you for another?
By Brima Lokring

To

The value of a saved life
We don’t have to choose hetwesn

stopping cmdd and restarting the
sconamy. Bp Daeid Roswan

T4

Together alone

What the sea tanght me ahout alife
ofisoltion. By Ko Geoge

s
The stress test
Arnemenial health apps good snough
far what ails us? By Tarpa Bas

Te

On“uzeful” dizastars

Q&d: Catastrophes have often
changed how we Hve, says histo-
rian Mar Hicks Bp Karen Hao

_ Emlech
e Next

June 8 &9, 2020
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Technologies
driving business

EmTech Next offers peer-to-peer networking and access to
the experts successfully navigating the influx of technologies
driving business. With curated, actionable sessions, you'll
gain real-world, cross-industry insights into how to develop
sirategies and a workforce ready to capitalize on change.
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Malladi

Subscribers save 10% with code PRINTMJ20
EmlechNext.com/Event2020




A blusprint f=r living in =
moxld mith covid-1%.

By Gideon Lich field
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